A   HISTORY   OF   MEDICINE

articles in the Norfolk Chronicle of December 19n, written by
Mr. Malcolm Letts after a study of the contemporary official
report of the trial. Sir Thomas Browne was present in court,
and at an early stage in the trial the judge asked him to state
his opinion. He thereupon expressed his belief in the reality of
witchcraft, a view shared by the great majority of his learned
contemporaries, but he took no part in the condemnation of the
accused. It is highly probable that the witches were convicted
on the evidence adduced by the prosecution without reference to
Sir Thomas Browne's opinion. It is indeed unfortunate that
some of Browne's biographers have perpetuated a statement so
damaging to the high reputation of one whose character was so
gentle and saintly. Belief in the supernatural retained this
mediaeval flavour long after the Renaissance, and need not
detract from the homage due to the Sage of Norwich.
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